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WSPTA ADVOCACY AND LEGISLATION 
 
L E A D E R S H I P  P A C K E T  2 0 1 3 - 1 4  

1. WELCOME TO PTA ADVOCACY 
For more than 100 years, the Parent Teacher Association has 
advocated for the well-being and education of all children and 
provided support to members so that they can speak with a 
powerful voice and be a relevant resource for parents.  

The association was founded in 1897 in Washington, D.C., as 
the National Congress of Mothers, and from the beginning its 
founders were determined to eliminate threats that 
endangered children. Child labor laws were the first order of 
business. The mothers weren’t alone -- fathers, teachers, labor 
and community leaders joined with them and together they 
launched an organization that today is woven into the fabric 
of American life. 

The Congress of Mothers became the Congress of Parents and 
Teachers in the 1920s, but by whatever name it has been 
known, the Parent Teacher Association has continued to 
better the lives of children. PTA’s public policy agenda focuses 
on involving parents in their children’s education and 
addressing social problems that affect children and families. In 
addition to child labor laws, successes include: 

 Universal kindergarten 
 A public health service 
 Polio vaccinations 
 Hot lunch programs 
 A juvenile justice system 
 Mandatory immunization 

From the beginning, PTA has advocated for a strong public 
school system to ensure equity and opportunity for all 
children. PTA has never lost sight of this goal and continues to 
flourish as an advocacy group operating at the national, state 
and local levels, often within a school community and in 
partnership with educators, and law as well as policy makers. 

Save the Dates! 
2013 WSPTA Legislative Assembly 

SeaTac Marriott Hotel, October18-19, 2013 

Local unit and council delegates from 
across the state determine our legislative 
priorities and learn how to help move 
these issues forward. Each local unit is 
allowed a minimum of two (2) voting 
delegates. Additional delegates are based 
on membership numbers. Registration is 
$140 and includes all materials, but does 
not include meals or housing. Online 
registration will be available in early fall 
on the WSPTA website: 
http://www.wastatepta.org.  

WSPTA Legislative Focus Day 
February 4, 2014 

Join us for WSPTA Focus Day as we rally 
inside the Capitol dome, meet with 
legislators and staff, gather for briefings, 
leave notes, and network with other PTA 
advocates. Members make a big 
difference when they come to Olympia in 
large numbers. We need you to speak up 
visibly for child-friendly budgets and 
policies in what will again be a difficult 
economic climate. If it is not feasible for 
you to attend in person, we will also have 
a goal this year of a large “virtual” 
presence.  Updates for this event will be 
posted on the WSPTA website. 
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PTA’s national priorities for 2013 include: 
 Parent engagement provisions in reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act/“No 

Child Left Behind” 
Family engagement provisions in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), as well as new 
requirements for transition planning services 

 Quality birth-to-5 early childhood education with strong family engagement provisions. 
 Increased federal funding for education 
 Continued implementation of the Healthy, Hunger Free Kids Act of 2010 
 Reauthorizing the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act 

School safety supporting programs related to safe routes to school, bullying prevention and protection 
of children from violence 

The Washington State PTA was chartered in 1905.  In addition to supporting PTA’s national agenda, we 
focus on articulating the needs of Washington children and helping our local units identify and support a 
platform that advances the interests of all children. This is done by identifying legislative principles, 
adopting resolutions to guide us, and determining short-term legislative priorities.  

1.1 It All Star ts at the Local Unit 
PTA is a grassroots association and our success depends on informed and engaged members. The legislative 
or advocacy chair is the link between identifying a concern and seeing change enacted. He or she works to 
inform members about legislative issues; help members determine our statewide platform; and help 
members speak up when it matters most. 

Fortunately, they don’t have to do it alone. Each region has a director and a legislative chair; some districts 
have councils and a council legislative chair. These volunteers are available to help. We also have staff 
support and staff-generated communications that keep members informed. 

The local unit legislative chair also represents members at WSPTA’s Annual Legislative Assembly, where we 
offer training and determine our legislative platform.  

For more information about recruiting a local unit legislative chair or for assistance in your advocacy 
efforts, contact your region director (RD) or region legislative chair (RLC). Contact information for region 
teams can be found on your region’s web page. Go to www.wastatepta.org, click on the “regions” tab, then 
click on your region number. 

1.2 Involvement Does Make a Dif ference 
Thanks to the tireless efforts of volunteers from across the state, WSPTA was a key partner in passing 
landmark education finance legislation in 2009 (HB 2261) and education reform legislation in 2010 (SB 
6696). Our top priority has been to follow up on work in these areas. HB 2261 affects how much funding 
schools are allocated, class sizes, and access to all-day kindergarten and other programs. SB 6696 affects 
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teacher and principal evaluations, family engagement, and a state commitment to improve struggling 
schools. 

Resources: E-news, action alerts, website 
 Grassroots Connection: To keep informed about advocacy issues and legislative news, sign up for the 

Grassroots Connection blog at http://wsptagrassroots.blogspot.com.  Its intent is to inform members 
about budget and policy issues that affect children and to inform members about our advocacy efforts. 
You can refer members to the blog, post hyperlinks to articles or share articles on Facebook. 

 Action Alerts: To take timely action on WSPTA issues, sign up for Action Alerts. These are e-mail 
notifications to call or write to elected officials. Action Alerts include talking points and a sample 
message. They are central to our strategy to reach all of our state legislators. You can sign up for these 
at: http://capwiz.com/wastatepta/mlm/signup/?ignore_cookie=1. 

 Leg Talk: To exchange ideas and information with other advocates, sign up for Leg Talk, our legislative 
listserv. This is two-way messaging between members; you can receive the e-mails in “real time” or as a 
daily digest. To sign up, send a note to adminstaff@wastatepta.org. Be sure to include your name and 
membership information. 

 Website: Washington State PTA maintains an advocacy website, http://www.wastatepta.org/advocacy. 
You can learn about our positions, find resources, and refer members here.  
National public policy agenda: National PTA similarly maintains an advocacy website detailing its public 
policy work. http://www.pta.org. 

1.3 Basic Steps 
As with any PTA volunteer position, being a legislative chair is what you make of it. Here are the main 
objectives: 

 Pass on information:  
o  Share state advocacy news so members are aware of what their association is doing and they can get 

involved. Check with the membership chair to make sure all members’ contact information is in the 
database they have the opportunity to participate in and be informed about advocacy issues. 
Encourage members to sign up for Grassroots Connection, Action Alerts and the Leg Talk listserv. 

 o  If you have a council that is active in school district advocacy, share what they are doing or give a link 
to their website in your newsletter. 

 Distribute the issue survey: Every fall, Washington State PTA compiles a survey of proposed platform 
issues. Voting delegates to the annual legislative assembly in October use the results to help determine 
how they will vote on behalf of their local PTA. It is essential that all members be given the opportunity 
to contribute their opinions. The WSPTA legislative committee and staff write the survey and will 
provide you with a link.  
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If your unit is new to advocacy work, we recommend that you begin your efforts with issues that your 
members can easily understand. Some tips: 

 Is there a school issue that concerns PTA members? (Not enough arts? Has recess been dropped? Is 
there a safety issue?) Perhaps you can work with your school leadership (principal, building team, etc.) 
to help inform your school community and help members get involved in resolving it. 

 Often school issues are tied to district policies or budget decisions. If your district has a parents’ advisory 
group, or has committees working on district-level issues, you can link members to them. At a minimum, 
you can post links to school board information.  

 You aren’t limited to school issues. Members advocate for community centers, quality child care or 
after-school programs; even sidewalks and safe bike routes.  PTA advocates for the health, safety and 
education of all children, striving to attain Washington State PTA’s vision that every child’s potential 
becomes a reality. The possibilities for advocacy are extensive and exciting. Start small and build upon 
your successes. 

Again, please feel free to contact your region legislative chair. You can find contact information on the 
region webpage of the state website, http://www.wastatepta.org, or contact the government relations 
coordinator at the Washington State PTA, 1-253-565-2153 or 1-800-562-3804. Enjoy your year, and thank 
you in advance for your commitment of resources, time, and talent for all children. 

  Heather Gillette       Sherry Krainick 
WSPTA president      WSPTA legislative director 
ptapreswastatepta.org        ptalegdir@wastatepta.org  

PTA LEGISLATIVE LEADERS 
(Write in your council and region leaders) 

Council Legislative Chair: 
 
Region Legislative Chair: 
 
Sherry Krainick, Legislative Director, Washington State PTA,                                      
(board member)         (425) 269-3383, ptalegdir@wastatepta.org 
 
Heather Gillette, President, Washington State PTA,  
(board member)        (425) 292-3392, ptapres@wastatepta.org 
 
Ramona Hattendorf, Government Relations, Washington State PTA, 
(staff member)        1-800-562-3804, rhattendorf@wastatepta.org 
 
Kathryn Hobbs, Executive Director, Washington State PTA,  
(staff member)       1-800-562-3804, khobbs@wastatepta.org 
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WSPTA ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 

2. YOUR FIRST STEPS AS LEGISLATIVE CHAIR 
 
 
 

2.1 Tips to Begin Your Year 
1.  Make sure your membership chair has reported your name to the state PTA office as legislative chair. 
2.  Sign up for WSPTA online resources. All legislative or advocacy chairs should sign up for Grassroots 

Connection and Action Alerts. Those who wish to network with other advocates may want to sign up for 
Leg Talk, our legislative listserv.  

Make sure you are ready to walk before you start to run. 
Communication and team-building are the keys to successful advocacy. We also recommend that you 
build a team of advocates to maximize your effectiveness and share the workload. 
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 Grassroots Connection: A blog covering budget and policy matters, including hearing and bill updates. 
View and subscribe at http://wsptagrassroots.blogspot.com.  

 Legislative Action Alerts: One-way electronic communication alerting you to fast-breaking events in 
Olympia and requesting you to call, email, or write a letter to your legislators on specific issues that 
relate to the WSPTA legislative platform. Talking points and sample message are included. You can sign 
up on the “legislative action center” tab of the “advocacy” section of the WSPTA website. 
http://www.wastatepta.org/advocacy/index.html. 

 Leg Talk listserv: This is two-way messaging between members; you can receive the e-mails in “real 
time” or as a daily digest. Email the following information to adminstaff@wastatepta.org.  

Your name 
The name of the PTA you belong to 
Your email address 
Whether you want to receive them live or as a digest once a day 

3.  Make sure your local PTA schedules agenda time for an advocacy update at each board and general 
membership meeting. Prepare for the meeting by checking the state PTA’s website, copying Grassroots 
Connection or articles of interest from the newspaper, announcing upcoming town hall meetings, etc. 

4.  Ask for space in your PTA newsletter or on your website for an advocacy column. You can use 
Grassroots Connection for ideas. Also, contact your council or region legislative chair; they may have 
articles to share. 

5.  Make sure your local PTA has a budget for advocacy/legislation. It should include funds for copying, 
postage, attendance at legislative assembly, transportation for focus day, and other expenses. 

6.  Plan on attending the annual legislative assembly in October. This is a two-day gathering to share, 
debate, discuss and decide the annual legislative priorities of the Washington State PTA. It also includes 
informative workshops and dynamic speakers. 

7.  Contact your region legislative chair for information about upcoming orientation and training meetings. 
8.  Answer the following questions. If you do not know the answer, that’s okay.  Taking the time to 

research will help you to create the connections needed for successful advocacy. 
Do you know the name of your school district’s superintendent and whether or not 
he/she holds public forums or roundtables? (Refer to your school district’s calendar or 
website or call your district office.) 
Can you name at least one person on the school board? When are your school board 
meetings? Are they televised? (Again, refer to your school district website or call the 
district office.) 
Do you know who represents you in the state Senate? Who are your state 
representatives? Do you know how to contact them? Go to the Washington State 
Legislature’s website, http://www.leg.wa.gov click on “find your legislator.” 
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Can you name an elected official who serves on the Senate or House education 
committees? http://www.leg.wa.gov. 
Who is the Washington State Superintendent of Public Instruction? 
http://www.k12.wa.us.  
When is the next meeting of the Washington State Board of Education? 
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/. 
How can you find out information about school performance? Washington State Report 
Card:  http://reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/summary.aspx?year=2011-12. School district 
fiscal information? http://fiscal.wa.gov/k12.aspx.  

3. WSPTA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

3.1 Save the Date: October 18-19, 2013, SeaTac Marriott 
Join us for the premier advocacy and legislative training and planning event of the year! Local units and 
councils send delegates to our legislative assembly to develop our statewide legislative platform and to 
learn how to effectively advocate for children at all levels.  

3.2 Preparation for Legislative Assembly 
Communicate with your membership about the proposed issues. The proposed legislative platform, along 
with an electronic or paper issue survey to be distributed to your members, will be posted to the state PTA 
website by the end of August. Each local unit and council should use these tools to inform their members 
about the proposed issues and seek input. This can be done during meetings. The survey can also be 
emailed or sent home via kid mail. (Always get school permission before using kidmail!) 

How many delegates can your local unit/council send? The number of voting delegates that a local unit may 
send is based on the previous year’s number of members. Each unit is entitled to send a minimum of two 
voting delegates. Units with over 299 memberships are allotted additional delegates. The number of 
delegates per unit is specified in the Washington State PTA Uniform Bylaws under Article 13, Legislative 
Assembly Section 2(b) Voting Delegates. Each council is entitled to two voting delegates. Units and councils 
may send an unlimited number of non-voting delegates. 

3.3 Types of  WSPTA Position Statements 
WSPTA uses several methods to communicate the importance of a specific issue to PTA members: 

Priority legislative Issues: These are the top issues the association will support during the upcoming 
legislative session. Individual members, local units or councils may submit proposals. The annual deadline is 
June 1. After committee and board review, proposals that align with WSPTA’s advocacy will be considered 
by voting delegates at the annual Washington State PTA Legislative Assembly. In even numbered years (the 
beginning of the state biennial budget process), delegates will review, decide whether they should be 
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priorities for the upcoming session, and then vote for the top five priority issues. In odd numbered years, 
submitted issues will be reviewed by the delegates and approved issues will be added to the supported 
platform. 

Legislative principles: These are long-term positions of the WSPTA. They identify issues the association 
wishes to address, such as reducing high school drop-out rates. Often a legislative bill will address a 
legislative principle, but not solve the entire issue. 

Resolutions: These statements outline the opinion and will of the association to address statewide 
problems. They are long-term positions that have been submitted to the resolutions committee by 
members, units, committees or councils. Once accepted by the resolutions committee and approved by the 
WSPTA board of directors, they are voted on by delegates at either the legislative assembly or the state 
convention.  Resolutions are periodically reviewed to determine when they can be combined, amended or 
recommended for retirement. The complete list of resolutions, as well as the submittal form, is available on 
the WSPTA website. 

4. LEGISLATIVE BASICS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.1 PTA Do’s and Don’ts 

Washington State has 49 legislative districts. 
Each district has approximately 137,000 voters. 
Each district elects one senator to a four-year term. Every two years, half the 
Washington State Senate is up for election. 
Each district elects two representatives to two-year terms. Every two years the 
entire Washington State House of Representatives is up for election. 
General elections are held on the first Tuesday of November of even-numbered 
years for terms starting the following January. 
In odd-numbered years, the legislature’s regular session is scheduled for 105 days. 
One of the primary requirements is to pass a two-year budget for the state. 
In even-numbered years, the legislature’s regular session is scheduled for 60 days. 
The governor can call a special session of the legislature for up to 30 days. There 
are no legal limits to the number of special sessions that can be called. 
The Senate has 15 standing committees to deal with different issues. Your senator 
will be on several committees. 
The House of Representatives has 23 standing committees to deal with different 
issues. Your representatives will each be on several committees. 
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Site information includes:  
Action Alerts that contain a brief summary and sample message 
Congressional delegation and contact information 
Federal agencies and contact information 
State delegation and contact information 
Media contact information 

PTA is non-partisan and, as such, shall have no connection with any political party or candidate for office. 
This prohibition is imposed on our organization by federal law. You must work with people from all political 
parties. Any can be allies on specific issues important to you. 

As a PTA, We May: 
Take positions on issues related to education and 
children’s advocacy, including initiatives and 
referenda voted on at the local or state level. 
Lobby legislators and public policy makers regarding 
issues. 
Arrange and support activities that serve to inform 
members about issues. 
Promote participation in civic activities by 
registering voters and encouraging turnout. 
Arrange, support, sponsor and advertise public information forums. 
Educate members on various issues and their impact. 
Share the voting records of elected officials. 

 

As a PTA, We May Not: 
Participate or intervene in, directly or indirectly, any political campaign on behalf of any 
candidate for public office.  This includes both partisan and non-partisan races such as 
for school board. 
Support, oppose or endorse, in any way, any candidate who is running for a public 
office, including school board. 

5. WASHINGTON STATE PTA LEGISLATIVE ACTION CENTER 
http://capwiz.com/wastatepta/home 

Get connected with your elected officials in Olympia and Washington, D.C., or contact your local media. 
Our action center allows you to communicate your views with lawmakers and the media via targeted          
emails and phone calls. 

Please Remember: 
Any PTA member who chooses 
to support or oppose a 
candidate or party must 
express that support or 
opposition apart from any 
affiliation with PTA. 
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6. HOW TO ADVOCATE FOR CHILDREN 
“If you speak up for a child, you are a child advocate.”  (Nancy Amidei) 

The foundation of the PTA is advocacy. Advocacy means to speak up, to plead a cause, or to make a case for 
another. You are an advocate when you speak up for your child to his/her teacher, when you speak up for 
changes in curriculum at your school, when you speak up for a crosswalk to make it safer for children to 
cross the street, and when you speak up to reform the children’s welfare system. 

 

 

 

 

 

In Washington State, the PTA has been a leader in engaging all levels of government to build a better world 
for all children.  

As effective advocates for children, we support issues as varied as local efforts to improve school nutrition, 
state efforts to improve education funding and national efforts to increase access to health care. We often 
assist in creating incremental solutions to big problems. 

6.1 Turning Members into Advocacy Volunteers 
“It is time to start building your network of volunteers to help with the effort of persuasion.” 

The first step to building a volunteer network is to clearly communicate the local, state, and national PTA 
goals and tell members at each meeting how they can participate in the advocacy process. Bring the issues 
and goals to the local level by telling members how they affect your community’s schools and children. 
Explain to them that they are already engaging in advocacy efforts when they contact their child’s teacher 
or principal. 

You can also make it easy for members to find information on local, state, and national PTA advocacy 
efforts. If you have not already done so, build an email address book to disseminate important information 
quickly and efficiently. 

6.2 Provide a Variety of  Ways for Members to be Advocates 
Not all PTA members will be able to devote the same level of time or resources. By offering them a variety 
of duties, they can pick which task fits their individual situation and time constraints. For example, if 

Our WSPTA vision is:  
“Making every child’s potential a reality.” 

Our mission is to be: 
A powerful voice for all children; 
A relevant resource for families and communities; and 
A strong advocate for the well-being and education of every child. 



WSPTA ADVOCACY AND LEGISLATION 
 

 

Page 12 

 

targeting the school board with a letter-writing campaign is one of your goals, make it easy for all members 
to do this at the next meeting by providing a sample letter, stationery, envelopes and postage. 

Keep your advocacy volunteer network involved in important issues by providing them with the latest 
information. An effort should be made to create and maintain an up-to-date website with links to 
Washington State PTA and National PTA, regularly delivering a printed newsletter, and sending an email 
newsletter. 

Your goal is to provide your volunteers with the tools they need to successfully complete their task. 

In a volunteer organization like Washington State PTA, the words “thank you” have power. Thank your 
members and volunteers often and in public. Handwrite a note or print a certificate of appreciation to let 
volunteers know they make a difference and their efforts are appreciated. 

6.3 Busy Person’s Guide to Advocacy 
Estimated time  What you can do 
1 minute   Leave a phone message. 
5 minutes   Make a phone call. 
5 minutes   Write a postcard. 
10 minutes   Send an email to all the people you know who have email. 
30 minutes   Write a letter to the editor of the PTA newsletter. 
30 minutes   Write and email a letter to the editor of the local paper. 
30 minutes   Write and email a press release to the local newspaper. 
30 minutes   Meet with your legislator (plus travel time).   

6.4 Putting it All Together 
A written plan will help you focus your advocacy activities. You should identify PTA goals, organizational 
capacity, target audiences, potential allies, opposition, and the activities to be pursued. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some steps in developing a strategy chart or advocacy plan: 
Determine the issue. 
Build a volunteer network. 
Organize around goals. 
Identify targets and tactics. 
Build a coalition and maximize resources. 
Develop a message that “resonates.” 
Communicate to decision makers. 
Evaluate and celebrate your efforts! 
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6.5 Using the Internet for Advocacy 
The Internet is an efficient way to disseminate a large amount of information to your members, targets, 
and the media. Your local PTA can build a website* and regularly post information about the issues and the 
effects of your advocacy campaign. You can also link to other organizations’ sites, as can they to your 
website. You can send reports to the site for further background information on the issues. A well-planned 
and designed webpage will add credibility to your organization. 

* Your legislative website must be independent of a school or school district website. School resources, 
including websites, cannot be used for legislative advocacy purposes. 

 

 

 

 

 

7. SUGGESTED LEGISLATIVE CHAIR TIMELINE 
Following are many different activities performed by legislative chairs. This timeline is set up as a guideline 
of activities you could do. Legislation chairs can use this resource as a starting point for their work. Each 
PTA can adjust its advocacy work to fit the needs and resources of its membership. Note: bolded items are 
the most important items for each particular month. 

July 
__  Secure local unit’s legislative chair notebook. (If not available, contact region legislative chair). 

__  Complete transition with outgoing/incoming officers to ensure consistency for your PTA. 

__  Make sure you are registered with the WSPTA office as the legislative chair. 

__  Schedule a meeting with each of your local legislators while they are out of session and at home. 
This is a great time to start forming a relationship. Tell them what issues you are interested in and 
ask them what they are working on. (July through December) 

August 
__  Attend your region’s fall leadership conference. 

__  Be on the agenda for board and general meetings. 

For more ideas and information: 
National PTA website: http://www.pta.org 
Washington State PTA website advocacy page: 
http://www.wastatepta.org/advocacy 
Washington State PTA Legislative Action Center: 
http://capwiz.com/wastatepta/home 
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__  Get the newsletter schedule and get space for an article in each issue. 

__  Encourage your members to vote in the primary election (1st Tuesday in August).  

__  Obtain the advocacy section of leadership packet from your local unit president. 

__  Create a list of grassroots advocates. These are people who volunteer to receive updates via email and 
call or write to their legislators. Provide your region legislative chair with a copy of your list of 
volunteers including names and email addresses. 

__  Consider holding a candidates forum in October. There is a guide called Organizing a Candidates Forum 
in the advocacy section of the WSPTA website. 
http://www.wastatepta.org/advocacy/leg_basics/index.html.  The League of Women Voters is a great 
resource for moderators for candidate forums, adding a recognized independent voice to your forum. 

September 
__  Encourage your members to register to vote and have forms available at every meeting. They need 

to be registered 30 days before an election. 

__  Verify that your unit has a budget line item for legislative assembly. Plan to attend legislative 
assembly in October. Go to http://www.wastatepta.org for additional information, registration 
form, and issues brochure. 

__  Review newsletter content guidelines regarding legislative issues. PTA Political Campaign Activity 
Restrictions and Guidelines are available from the WSPTA office, or on the WSPTA website. 

__  Get an article ready for the newsletter. Include your name and email address and request that 
members sign up to help contact legislators in the upcoming legislative session, beginning in January. 

__  Set up a voter registration table at school events such as curriculum nights, open house and socials. 
Also, provide forms to school offices. Encourage high school students who are 18 to register to vote. 

__  Survey unit members and parents on legislative issue priorities for legislative assembly. Local 
unit/parent issue surveys are available electronically (online) or a paper survey can be sent out by 
kid mail or newsletter. 

__  Ask the region legislative chair and/or council legislative chair about an orientation meeting for 
legislative assembly. 

__  Plan on attending (or reviewing materials from) PTA and the Law. 

__  Continue to seek volunteers to develop your email list. 

__  If you are at the secondary level, encourage students to attend the legislative assembly. If they would 
like to attend and participate in the debate of issues, they need to be a member of a local PTA. 
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__  Attend council meetings. Ask council legislative chairs for any information that would be helpful to you, 
such as information on legislative assembly. 

__  Encourage your members to look at the Washington State PTA website, http://www.wastatepta.org.  
When you get to the website, click on “advocacy” and then browse. 

__  Watch TVW. http://tvw.org/. Click on “channel locator” to find out which channel broadcasts TVW in 
your area. Click on “scout” and sign up to track specific legislation, watch video based on preferences, 
save video clips in your personal library, share video, documents or highlighted video clips via e-mail, 
social media like Facebook and Twitter, or formal reports. This will give you an opportunity to observe 
House and Senate Education Committee meetings and hearings in Olympia without having to travel. 
You can also see interviews of legislators on Inside Olympia; this gives you an opportunity to watch 
your legislators in action. 

__  Review the WSPTA resolutions on WSPTA’s website. Consider if you or your unit have a resolution you 
would like to propose by November 15. 

__  Collect the legislative issues survey data to determine the ranking of PTA’s legislative issues. Take this 
information with you to legislative assembly. 

October 
__  Attend legislative assembly. 

__  Write a newsletter article and update notebook. 

__  Remind people to mail their ballots in the general election by the first Tuesday in November. 

__  Learn about the issues. You can find background information on the WSPTA website. 

__  Report legislative assembly results back to members.  

__  Continue to encourage members to register to vote. 

__  Hold a candidates’ forum. 

November 
__  Encourage people to vote in the general election. 

__  Share legislative assembly results with your members, both at meetings and in your newsletter 
article. 

__  Write a newsletter article and update the notebook. Include the list of legislators in your article as 
well as the results of the legislative assembly. 
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__  Identify newly elected officials in your attendance area and share that information with your members 
by creating a list of legislators and local elected officials. 

__  Introduce yourself as the local unit legislative chair to your legislators and include the results of the 
legislative assembly. Ask how they would like to be contacted: email, snail mail, or phone? 

__  Begin to look at your local paper for information about issues to be addressed in January during the 
legislative session. Save articles to share with your members. 

December 
__  Write a newsletter article and update the notebook. Include elected official contact information. 

Give the legislative hotline phone number to use during the legislative session. Give suggestions on 
how to communicate with legislators, remind members to include name and address in the email, so 
that legislators know they are constituents. 

__  Your newsletter article should include information about focus day in Olympia. 

__  Update your list of members willing to call or write to their legislators. 

__  Watch newspapers for articles related to PTA issues. 

__  Submit articles for publication in the middle/high school newspaper.  

__  Make sure you and your team are signed up for the Grassroots Connection blog so that you will get 
timely information about what is happening during the legislative session. 

January 
__  Legislative session begins. 

__  Look for Washington State PTA Action Alerts. Share these alerts with members. 

__  Your newsletter article should include information about focus day in Olympia. Encourage members 
to attend. 

__  Coordinate focus day appointments with council legislative chair/region legislative chair. 

__  Look for articles in the paper about the session. Tip: Be careful when using “kidmail.”  It is considered a 
school resource. You can share information via kidmail (“The governor will release his budget today,”) 
but not encourage lobbying activity (“Call the governor and ask him to increase education funding.”) If 
you want to encourage lobbying activity then you need to use independent PTA resources, such as your 
PTA’s e-mail distribution list or Facebook account. 

__  Write a newsletter article giving your members the information needed to contact their legislators. Tell 
your members about TVW. 
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February 
__  Check email for specific action alerts. Forward any information you receive from the region legislative 

chair, government relations coordinator, or legislative director to your local contacts. 

__  Be sure to get time on the agenda for your monthly meetings. 

__  Write a newsletter article and update the notebook. 

__  If some of your members attended focus day, report on their experience in Olympia with their 
legislators in your newsletter and/or social media. 

__  Review the Washington State government website: http://www.leg.wa.gov. 

__  Consider spending a day in Olympia speaking with your legislators and “shadowing” WSPTA’s 
government relations coordinator. 

__  Encourage members to testify in Olympia. 

__  Check the TVW schedule: http://www.tvw.org.  

March 
__  Continue to speak at monthly meetings and encourage members to write, email and call their 

legislators regarding key bills. 

__  Share news about events in Olympia with your PTA. 

__  Write a newsletter article and update the notebook. 

__  Encourage members to contact legislators regarding key bills. 

__  Check the newspaper for information about issues being addressed in Olympia. 

April 
__  Encourage members to write, email and call their legislators regarding key bills. 

__  Register to attend the Washington State PTA Convention in May.  

__  Write a newsletter article and update notebook. 

__  Be sure your local unit’s PTA budget has a separate line item for advocacy or  legislative expenses to 
cover legislative assembly, focus day, PTA and the Law, convention, postage and mailings, materials, 
etc. 



WSPTA ADVOCACY AND LEGISLATION 
 

 

Page 18 

 

__  During the odd years’ longer sessions, the legislature is still in session in April. Work closely with your 
legislators to make sure they understand PTA positions on issues. 

__  Begin to talk with your members about issues they feel need to be addressed next year. Consider 
submitting an issue or a resolution individually or on behalf of your unit for the next WSPTA Legislative 
Assembly process. Proposals for priority issues must be submitted by June 1, resolutions by June 15. 

May and June 
__  Write newsletter article. 

__  Update notebook, file reports, and return materials to unit president or new legislative chair. 

__  Continue working with legislators on issues. 

__  Contact the governor’s office regarding specific bills and budget concerns. 

__  Turn in proposals, if any. Priority issue proposals are due June 1; resolution proposals are due June 15. 

8. COMMUNICATE WITH YOUR LEGISLATORS 

8.1 Why This is so Impor tant and Tips For Success 
The most important thing that PTA advocates can do to support our statewide lobbying efforts is to build 
strong relationships with local legislators. Why? Legislators need to know that their local constituents care 
about the issues that PTA is supporting. They want to hear from you about how the issues we are 
advocating for impact you personally. 

Our goal: To build a team of at least three people per legislative district to engage in ongoing conversations 
with their legislators. Start by forming your local team and visiting the legislator either individually or as a 
group when your legislators are at home between legislative sessions. They will often want to meet you in a 
coffee shop, as many do not have offices outside of Olympia. 

Establishing the relationship: Do some research on the state legislative website (http://www.leg.wa.gov) to 
learn about your legislators’ interests. Each legislator has a home page with background information. You 
can also read about the committees they have served on, bills they have sponsored and their voting 
records. Look for areas of common interest. Consider inviting them to speak/answer questions at a unit or 
council event. Ask to be on their email list so that you will receive their updates. Share the current PTA 
platform and let them know that you will follow up with them about specific bills during the legislative 
session. Offer to be a resource if you have areas of expertise that might be of assistance. 

Report your progress to WSPTA staff: Once you have met with your legislators, call or email WSPTA 
Government Relations staff to let us know who is on your legislative district team. We need to know who 
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you are, so that we know who to call when we need assistance. We also encourage you to call or email us 
for support in your efforts. Together, we can make a big difference for kids! 

8.2 Additional Tips to Help Maximize Your Ef fectiveness as an Advocate 

Recognize that legislators are not experts – they cannot possibly keep completely informed about 
all issues. They need education, supporting information, and referrals. Avoid using jargon, use 
specific examples, be factual, and think of the constituent (voter) impact. 
Return address – put your return address on the letter, not just on the envelope. Envelopes are 
often thrown away before a letter is answered. Always put your home address in any e-mail. 
Legislators want to know that you are one of their constituents. 
Identify yourself – if you are writing on your own behalf or as legislative chair of an association, say 
so. 
Identify your subject – state the name of the legislation or the topic about which you are writing in 
the first paragraph. Include the bill number or some way they can identify which bill you are writing 
about. 
State your position – explain how a bill would affect you, your family, your school, or even your 
state or community. 
Be reasonable and honest – don’t ask for the impossible and don’t intentionally misinform a 
legislator. Don’t threaten your legislator. Just be firm, confident, positive, and courteous. Even if 
they do not agree with you on this point, there may be another point in the future on which you will 
both agree. 
Get to know staff – remember that they control the legislator’s schedule, monitor the information 
received, and influence the legislator’s decisions. 
Keep it short – write your letter about one issue. If you cannot express your position in one 
paragraph, you may not be clear about your position. 
Ask for a reply – indicate to your legislator that you would appreciate a reply containing his position 
on the issue. As a constituent, you have the right to know your representative’s views. 
Follow up – if your legislator’s vote on the bill pleases you, express your thanks. Everybody 
appreciates a complimentary letter. By the same token, you should politely express your 
dissatisfaction with votes that do not support your position. 

8.3 Telephone Tips 
Be prepared – it would be helpful to jot down a few quick notes before calling, to make sure you 
get your entire point across quickly. 
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Speak with the staff – it is rare that you will speak directly to the legislator. Since the staff often has 
the expertise that the legislator does not, and the legislator depends on the staff for information, 
you are not “settling” when you speak with them. 
Don’t bully – yelling, screaming, and threatening are the surest ways not to be heard or helped. 
Stay as calm and rational as possible. 
Ask for a response – provide your name, address, phone number, and state that you are a 
constituent of the legislator. Ask the legislator to mail you something regarding the issue. You will 
then have in writing where your legislator stands on the issue. 
Be timely and start early – to increase the impact of your call, contact the legislator as soon as you 
can. The earlier in the process that she hears your opinion, the more impact you will have. 
Check in – from time to time, it’s good to see how an issue is progressing. This also provides a good 
opportunity to build a relationship with the staff and the legislator. 
Say thank you – an honest “thanks” for their assistance or interest in your issue is always the right 
thing to do. We are all human. “Thank you” makes people feel appreciated. 

8.4 Meeting Tips 
Telephone for an appointment – call your legislator’s office and ask for the appointments assistant 
to arrange a meeting with your legislator or the staff member who follows your issues. 
Identify yourself – make sure that they know whom you represent. Are you a constituent? Are you 
a board member in an association? Remember all politics are local. Let them know how the issues 
affect the folks back home. 
Be prepared – make sure that you know the key points you want to get across. Meetings are often 
interrupted, and someone may change the subject from what you want to say. Make sure you are 
ready to give them your three or four most important points. 
Be understanding and discuss both sides of an issue. The most effective advocates – those who 
gain and keep the ear of legislators– are sources of information, as well as opinion. You will gain 
credibility if you can educate in one breath and persuade in the next. 
Present accurate facts and good arguments – the mere fact that you want or do not want a piece 
of legislation to go through is not enough. If an issue goes against you, don’t rush to blame the 
legislature for “failing” to do what you wanted. The failure may be yours. Make certain first that you 
did a good job in presenting your case. 
Be realistic – remember that most legislation is the result of compromise. It always has been so and 
it always will be so in a democracy. Don’t expect that everything will go your way, and don’t be too 
critical when it doesn’t. 
Maintain contacts – if legislators vote with you, thank them for their support. If they vote against 
you, thank them for considering your views. Then focus on winning another day, another way. Look 
for angles and new developments that could change their minds. 
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Support your legislators – if they are running for re-election and if you believe they deserve it, 
support them with your time and money — as an individual, not as a representative of your PTA. Do 
not become aloof at the time when they need help the most. 
Remember to thank him or her for his or her time – after the meeting, write a thank you letter to 
each person you met with. Everyone likes to feel appreciated. This is especially important if you and 
your legislator have different opinions. Thanking them for their time and mentioning the highlights 
of your meeting will build the credibility and relationship you may need in the future. 

9. WASHINGTON STATE PTA NONPARTISAN POLICY 
According to Washington State PTA Uniform Bylaws and National PTA policies, PTAs may “not participate in 
or intervene in, directly or indirectly, any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.” 

This includes every elected office, including school boards. This affects every local PTA unit in this 
association; every PTA council; and the WSPTA itself. 

Officers and directors of the association must exercise caution in this area. By virtue of holding an elected 
PTA position, the PTA can be jeopardized by inappropriate actions in the political area. 

Any violation of this political campaign rule/law may result in fines, penalties, and/or revocation of the 
PTA’s tax-exempt status. Moreover, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) will seriously consider complaints 
from the public that a charitable, educational, or social welfare organization is engaged in improper or 
illegal political campaign activity. Consequently, PTAs and their officers, directors, and volunteers must 
scrupulously avoid any appearance of political candidate campaign activity on the part of PTA. The IRS is 
intent on closely monitoring the political arena for any indication that charitable, educational, and social 
welfare organizations, such as PTAs, have engaged in improper or illegal political campaign activities. 

It is recognized that some PTA officers, directors, and volunteers may choose to participate on their own in 
the political candidate process. PTA officers must separate their identity with PTA when personally 
participating in any partisan campaigning. This includes not mentioning the Association (including a PTA 
title or affiliation) in any campaign activities. 

The following guidelines summarize the legal requirements governing political campaign activities by PTAs 
and are intended to assist the officers, directors, and volunteers in understanding those requirements in 
order to maintain their respective PTA’s tax exemption. The guideline is a brief abstract of those rules and a 
statement of PTA’s philosophy. 

PTA represents parents and others concerned with the welfare of children and youth. 

PTA has been advocating for children’s health, safety, education, protection, and general welfare 
for over a century. 
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PTA representatives should conform to the requirements of the law, both in service to PTA and in 
their personal affairs. They should observe high standards of conduct so that the integrity, 
independence, and tax-exempt status of their PTA may be preserved. 

When campaign activities are involved, these rules should be observed: 
A.  An officer, director, or volunteer of any PTA, acting solely in his or her individual capacity, may 

participate freely in the political process. 
B.  However, in one’s official capacity as an officer, director, or volunteer, an individual may not: 

(a)  Act as a leader or hold any office in a political organization. 
(b)  Make speeches for a political organization or candidate or publicly endorse a candidate for public 

office. 
(c)  Submit funds for or pay an assessment or make a contribution to a political party or candidate, 

attend partisan gatherings, or purchase tickets for partisan functions. 

10. POLITICAL CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES: GUIDELINES AND RESTRICTIONS 

10.1 Washington State PTA General Principles 
Endorsements: PTAs may not make any statement (written or oral) supporting or opposing any candidate 
for public office. Thus, they cannot encourage votes for or against any candidate for public office, for 
example, via a speech or bulletin, or through an editorial position in a PTA newsletter. In addition, PTAs 
should avoid statements that indirectly support or oppose a particular candidate– for example, labeling a 
candidate as ‘pro-education’, using a + or – sign to evaluate candidates, or using biased voter education 
materials. 

Financial and other support: A PTA may not provide financial support to any candidate or political action 
committee (PAC) or political party. In addition, it may not provide other forms of candidate support, such as 
volunteers, facilities, equipment, or mailing lists. 

Partisan campaign literature: A PTA may not distribute campaign literature that supports or opposes a 
particular candidate or political party. In addition, the distribution of candidate campaign literature on the 
premises of a PTA meeting should be avoided. Third-party distribution of campaign material on public 
property (outside the building during a PTA event) should not be viewed as a PTA activity since the PTA 
lacks authority to control access to public property.  If the PTA invites or suggests such distribution, 
however, complaints could be raised about political campaign activity. 

Voter education: Voter education activity consists of distribution during an election campaign of 
newsletters, pamphlets or other materials that include candidates’ statements or voting records, or the 
results of candidate polls or questionnaires. Whether such distribution constitutes political activity depends 
upon the format and content of the publications and the manner of their distribution. All polls, 
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questionnaires, voter guides, and voting records should be very carefully reviewed prior to publication or 
distribution. 

Voting records: The IRS has indicated that, during an election campaign, a PTA may distribute the voting 
records of all members of the legislature on a wide range of subjects, only if the structure and content of 
the materials avoids bias. Materials would likely be considered biased if they indicate or imply that a 
legislator agrees or disagrees with the organization’s position, or that the organization agrees or disagrees 
with the legislator’s vote. 

Candidate questionnaires: Polling or submitting questionnaires to candidates concerning their positions on 
issues is considered a neutral activity. It is only when the results of the polls or questionnaires are 
disseminated during a campaign that the issue of political activity arises. Results may be distributed to the 
general public as a voter guide during an election campaign provided the poll does not pose questions 
designed to make the candidate appear acceptable or unacceptable to the organization; the poll or 
questionnaire covers a wide range of issues selected on the basis of importance to the electorate as a 
whole; and the results of the poll/questionnaire are reported in an accurate, unbiased manner. 

Nonpartisan voter registration drives: Both the IRS and the Federal Elections Committee (FEC) permit a 
charitable, educational, or social welfare organization to sponsor voter registration drives and encourage 
citizens to exercise their right to vote, provided no bias for or against any candidate or political party is 
evident. The FEC requires all materials prepared for distribution to the general public in connection with 
the drive to include the full names of all drive sponsors. 

Nonpartisan public forums, debates, lectures: A charitable, educational, or social welfare organization may 
sponsor an unbiased public forum, debate, or lecture in which candidates explain their views to the public. 
The sponsoring organization may not indicate its views on the issues being discussed, comment on 
candidates’ responses, or in any way indicate bias for or against any candidate. 

Individual political action: Officers, directors, and members of any PTA, acting in their individual capacity, 
may participate freely in the political process. However, given the absolute prohibition on political 
campaign activities by PTAs, care should be taken to ensure that no misunderstanding arises that 
individuals are acting as representatives of any PTA. For example, if a PTA official speaks at a campaign 
event supporting a particular candidate, he/she should not be introduced in his/her official capacity. 
Likewise, any written materials in which an individual’s name appears should not contain any mention of 
PTA or a PTA position held by the speaker. 

Penalties: Because the political campaign activity prohibition is absolute, PTA must take the prohibition 
seriously. Any violation of the restriction may result in revocation of tax-exempt status. Moreover, there 
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are additional financial penalties for violation of the political campaign activity restriction which may be 
imposed on both the association and on its officers and directors. 

10.2 Conclusion 
During an election campaign, PTAs remain free to address issues of concern to the association and its 
membership, even when the issues are relevant to a campaign. However, such discussion must focus on 
issues, not candidates. 

PTAs must remain extremely careful that their actions not drift into the prohibited campaign arena. In 
addition, PTAs must pay special regard to appearance, particularly since the IRS will consider complaints by 
citizens (including candidates) and other groups, including political parties, that an exempt organization is 
engaged in improper or illegal political campaign activity. 

These guidelines are designed to serve as a resource for Washington State PTA local units and councils. If 
there are questions or concerns, please contact the WSPTA office. 

11. ADVOCACY AND LEGISLATION RESOURCES ONLINE 
Washington State PTA’s website has a variety of resources available. Go to http://www.wastatepta.org, 
click on “advocacy” and follow the links. 

11.1 Legislative Action Center: 
www.wastatepta.org/advocacy/action_center.html 

Identify your legislators. 
Contact your legislators. 
Respond to Action Alerts that contain a brief summary and preformatted message. 
Access the Washington State Legislature homepage to find and track bills, view committees and 
hearing schedules, etc. 

11.2 Legislative Advocacy Resources 2013 
Many resources, including our association positions on legislative issues and the final 2013 Legislative 
Session report, entitled Legislative Refocus on Kids, are available for download from the WSPTA website. Go 
to http://www.wastatepta.org/advocacy.  

Many more tools for advocates are available on our website under “legislative basics.” 
http://www.wastatepta.org/advocacy/leg_basics/index.html. 

Voter registration information: Includes information about voter rights, as well as the election, and 
vote tabulation processes 
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Advocacy action plan: A planning tool for local units wishing to develop a grassroots advocacy 
campaign 
Advocacy toolbox: A list of necessary items for an effective advocate 
Guidelines for using “kidmail:” How to communicate with parents legally and effectively 
Guidelines for the use of public facilities in advocacy efforts 
Conducting a PTA/PTSA endorsement: A step-by-step guide to the issue endorsement process 
 

Issue-specific resources are in the “parent resources” section of the website: 
http://www.wastatepta.org/resources/kids_school/index.html.  

Here you will find links to information on topics such as: 
Office of the Education Ombudsman 
Child nutrition and fitness 
School safety 
Suicide prevention 
Internet safety 

12. LEGISLATIVE LEADERS 
(Write in your Senator and Representative) 

Name    Phone number   Email address 

Senator 

Representative 

Representative 

12.1 WSPTA Leaders 
WSPTA Legislative Director  
Sherry Krainick, ptalegdir@wastatepta.org 
 
Government Relations Liaison  
Ramona Hattendorf, rhattendorf@wastatepta.org 
 

WSPTA website  
www.wastatepta.org/regions/index.html and click on your region number. 
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LEGISLATIVE RESOURCES 
Important organizations, phone numbers and websites 

 

ORGANIZATION   PHONE   WEBSITE     DESCRIPTION 
Washington State PTA 1-800-562-3804  www.wastatepta.org/advocacy 
 
 
 
 
National PTA Legislative   703-518-1200  www.pta.org 
 
 
 
 
 

GOVERNMENTAL RESOURCES-WASHINGTON STATE 
 
Washington State  360-902-4111   www.governor.wa.gov
Governor’s Office 
 
 

Washington State  1-800-562-6000 
Legislature Hotline 
 

Washington State  360-786-7573  www.leg.wa.gov  
Legislature Resource  
Center  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Washington State PTA website has a lot of 
great information on a wide variety of topics 
including Legislative session wrap-up 
information.  Sign up for Action Alerts. 
 
The National PTA website is another terrific 
source of information on a variety of topics 
involving children, education, and health and 
human services topics.  Sign up for the 
National legislative alert program. 

Includes information on latest news, bills, and 
“building a better future for Washington 
families” 

 

From the Washington State Legislature website 
you can find out how a bill becomes a law, 
information about the legislative process and 
specifics, including: Washington State Senate 
website [www.leg.wa.gov/senate/] for Senate 
directories, biographies, committee assignments, 
addresses, phone numbers, and e-mail addresses. 
Washington State House of Representatives 
website [www.leg.wa.gov/house] for House 
directories, biographies, committee assignments, 
addresses, phone numbers, and e-mail addresses. 
Bill Information [www.apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/] 
for current information on bill status, summaries, 
legislative history, and committee reports. The 
Legislative  District Finder 
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/districtfinder/default.aspx 
can be used to find out what district a specific 
address is in. There is also a live statewide 
legislative district map on this webpage. Click on 
the map to see the district number and the 
legislators.  
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Office of Superintendent 360-725-6000  www.k12.wa.us 
of Public Instruction 
 
 
 
Washington State  360-725-6025  www.sbe.wa.gov 
Board of Education   
 
 
Washington State  360-753-6200  www.atg.wa.gov  
Attorney General 
 
Washington State  1-800-525-0127  www.doh.wa.gov  
Department of Health   
 
Washington State  (360) 902-4151 www.sos.wa.gov 
Secretary of State   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Department of Early 866-482-4325 www.del.wa.gov 
Learning  
 

GOVERNMENTAL RESOURCES-NATIONAL 
 
US Capitol Switchboard  202-224-3121 
 
The White House   202-456-1111  www.whitehouse.gov 
  
 
 
U.S. Senate    www.senate.gov 
 
 
U.S. House of    www.house.gov 
Representatives 
 
 
U.S. Department of 1-800-USA-LEARN www.ed.gov/ 
Education  
 

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
website is a good source of information about 
education issues, standardized testing, and 
education funding. 
 
 Includes current high school 

 

safeguarding consumers, 

law enforcement, and more. 

programs and services. 

The Washington State Secretary of State is the 

in. Links to all county auditors can be found at the 
Secretary of State’s website. 

Information on child care and preschool options, 
child development and early learning partnerships. 

 

Information on such items as education, 
healthcare, energy, homeland security and much 
more. 

 

 

Find contact information for 
Congressmen/women, follow legislation in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. 

 

Provides information of national education 
policies, programs, funding and educational 
statistics. 



WSPTA ADVOCACY AND LEGISLATION 
 

 

Page 28 

 

 
 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL RESOURCES: 

Washington State School 360-493-9231  www.wssda.org 
Directors’ Association. 
 
Washington Education 253-941-6700 or www.washingtonea.org 
Association   1-800-622-3393  
 
 
Washington Public    www.pseofwa.org 
School Employees  
 
League of Education  206-728-6448  www.educationvoters.org 
Voters  
 
League of Women Voters   www.washingtonvoter.org 
  
     
Children’s Alliance   206-324-0340  www.childrensalliance.org 
  
 
 
 
Partnership for Learning  206-625-9655  www.partnership4learning.org 
 
 
 
Children’s Land Alliance  801-538-7873 www.childrenslandalliance.com 
  
 

Washington State School Directors’ 

 
Washington Education Association website has 
good information about issues. 

 

 

-728, and 

reform and funding. 
The League of Women Voters maintains a great 
website for all manner of election information.  

Advocates for foster care, childcare and early 
learning, health, hunger, juvenile justice, 
childhood obesity prevention, child abuse, and 
state tax revenue. 

Information on K-12 education reform, college and 
work readiness, success stories and education 
news. 

 
The Children’s Land Alliance Supporting Schools 
(CLASS) is a non-profit organization comprised of 
education leaders including parents, teachers, 
administrators and school board members from 19 
states who meet annually to learn more about 
school trust lands and how to increase their 
impact on the public schools in their states. 

 


